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We Need Your Votes! 

 
Please help our students win a trip to the Scripps National Spelling Bee in 

Washington, DC for their video!!! 

Out of thousands of entries, BCMS 8th grade students Jake, Collin, and 

Katie are semi-finalists in the Scripps National Spelling Bee Video 

Contest.  Their video, entitled "Adventures in Reading", has been selected 

as one of the top ten entries and needs your votes to advance to the 

finals!!!   The five teams that receive the most votes will premiere their 

video in Washington, DC at Bee Week 2017. LOG IN and VOTE here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://spellebrity.skild.com/skild2/spellebrity/viewEntryVoting.action


Terrariums 

 
In Mrs. Heaney's science classes this week students built terrariums.  

Terrariums will help the students observe and learn about ecosystems.  

For example, students will explain the abiotic and biotic factors of their 

terrarium.  Also students will be able to see the water cycle occur in 

their terrarium.  We look forward to watching the plants grow and seeds 

sprout. 

 

 

Congratulations Nat Geo Bee State Competitor! 

 
Congratulations to seventh grader DY who has qualified for the second 

year in a row for the National Geographic Bee STATE FINALS, Friday, 

March 31 at Rowan University. He will represent BCMS with 99 other 

students from around the state. One champion from each state and 

territory will advance to the National Geographic Bee Championship, 

which will be held May 14-18, 2017 at the National Geographic Society 

headquarters in Washington, D.C. 

 



Super Teacher of the Month:  Ms. Stulack! Congratulations! 

 

 

 

Youth Art Month Exhibit 

 

7th grader EM’s artwork has been selected to be exhibited at the State 

Youth Art Month Exhibit at the State House in Trenton!  The artwork will 

be on exhibit from March 25 - 31, 2017 in the Annex Tunnel. 

Congratulations! Below is a picture of her artwork. 

 

 

 

 

 



National History Day 

Congratulations to all of the 8th grade students who participated in the 

regional National History Day at Monmouth University on Saturday, 

February 26! Students researched and created entries included a 

documentary, research papers and websites on this year's theme "TAKE A 

STAND". RK’s paper, The White Rose: The Power of Passive Resistance 

won in the research paper category and will be going to the state 

competition at William Paterson, Saturday, May 6, 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



INDIVIDUALITY through PHOTOGRAPHY 

 
GATE 7 has been looking at INDIVIDUALITY from many different 

perspectives this year. This month we are using photography to express 

our individual interpretations of concepts and themes. The photographers 

tried to capture an emotion or idea rather than a simple representation 

of an object. Students responded to each other’s photos as well as 

reflected on their own work. Please enjoy the "People's Choice" award 

winners for the four themes: Near but Far, People without People, Not 

what it Seems and This is Who I AM (Hands or Feet). 

    
               “Near But Far” by: MM        “People Without People” by EB 

 

        
                 “Not What it Seems” by PB          “Hands or Feet” by DF 

 

 



#SIXWORDS 

 

A few tweets from BCMS are in final consideration for potential publishing 

in the upcoming book, "Six Words Fresh Off the Boat." Students gave their 

best six words about "Welcome to America in #SixWords" and then voted 

online for their favorites which were then tweeted to Six Words from 

SMITH, #SixWordsFOTB and their grade level from the class account. 

 

Finalists include: 

Welcome to America, please 

don't leave #SixWordsFOTB 

#Grade6 (LT) 

 

Life, Liberty and pursuit of 

donuts. #SixWordsFOTB  

#Grade7 (PB) 
 

Welcome, Bienvenue, Bienvenido, 환영, Wolkom, kuwakaribisha 

#SixWordsFOTB #Grade8 (AS) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science Club 

Students were tasked with creating a roller coaster out of paper towel 

tubes. The roller coaster had to have a loop and a hill and had to get a 

marble make it into a cup without being taped to the ground. The 

video shows the roller coaster the students created and that it 

worked! 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BxXYpKzZqeqAellUMTZ3UWJNWUxfRVp2bkZNLUhhVXFDN0gw/view?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Force Team Social Studies 

After learning about the American Revolution we are celebrating by 

creating our own governments! Students are completing a 3-day 

project for which they made their own country name, designed their 

own flag, and connected their knowledge of the colonial struggle in 

America to a new form of government. It is interesting to see that 

some students even chose a dictatorship run by George Washington! 

We will use these brochures to illustrate the difficult decisions faced 

by the founding fathers as they created the Articles of Confederation 

and the Constitution. 

Canstruction 2.0  

The competition is heating up between the grade levels as we have 

almost 200 cans to donate at this point. Students have until March 

17th to bring in their cans for them to count in the school wide 

contest. Some of the grade level teams are beginning to move the 

cans to the canstruction area to start building their structures. Thank 

you to all who have already donated to help the Somerset County 

Food Bank! 



 

 

 
 

 

BCMS signed up with Beyond Differences, @BeyondDiff, a national organization dedicated to 

creating opportunities for every student to feel accepted, included, and valued by their 

peers. Beyond Differences works directly with middle and high school students, on campuses 

and online, to help them promote social inclusivity within their schools. 

Here’s what your student did today during their lunch period today: 

 

6th:  Mrs. Cardamone created her Mix-it-up lunch which encourages students to sit with 

someone new in the cafeteria for one day.  Students are grouped by birthday month and are 

engaged in a conversation BINGO board game at their new table.  This event was launched in 

2002 by Southern Poverty’s Teaching Tolerance Project.  In student surveys at BCMS, students 

identified that the lunchroom is a place that causes the most division among students.  This 

simple but effective event, promotes inclusion.  Studies have shown that interactions across 

group lines can help reduce prejudice. When students interact with those who are different 

from them, biases can fall away. 

 

7th:  Ms. Gorski & Culture Club:  Never Have I Ever Activity  

Students were given a number when they entered the cafeteria and tables were numbered 

Students were  given the directions of Never Have I Ever Activity giving specific examples: 

(“Never have I ever gone to a foreign country”,  “eaten sushi” , “ been hang gliding”, “ 

ridden a horse”, “ ice skated”, etc.)  Students went around and took turns speaking and 

sharing.  

The objective was to promote acceptance and have the students get to know one another in a 

different way. 

 

8th:  Mrs. Urbanski, Ms. Gorski, Culture Club, Peer Leaders & Buddies:  Dissolving Stereotypes 

At lunch, the 8th grade saw a video on “Dissolving Stereotypes”.  Following the video, 

students were given the opportunity to think of a time where they might have been 

stereotyped and to write it on a strip of rice paper.  For example, Mrs. Urbanski shared that 

when she was in middle school, she felt the stereotype that girls are not strong.  She 

dissolved it in our stereotype pool.  Students had the opportunity to dissolve stereotypes by 

placing their stereotype strip in our stereotype pool and watch the print come off the rice 

paper as the paper worked to dissolve.   This release provided students an opportunity to let 

go of negative feelings and to understand the harm stereotyping can cause.  Understanding 

how our actions and words affect others, brings us a step closer to making BCMS an even more 

caring school community.    

*stereotype: a common, prejudice attitude 

 

 

 



Congratulations to our MathCounts team champion! 

 
 

AD won the Best in School trophy at the Saturday competition at Mercer 

County College.  

 

Congratulations to him and the rest of our other math competitors! 

 

 
 

They spent Saturday, with over one hundred middle schoolers from 

central New Jersey, working on math problems that focused on number 

sense and number relationships. Applications of probability, difference of 

squares, pythagorean triples, prime numbers: the list was endless and the 

problems were clever. I couldn't be more proud of our competitors. A 

very special THANK YOU goes out to our volunteer club advisor and math 

expert Ernie Tistan. His love and understanding of numbers helped guide 

us all to make sense of even the wackiest MathCounts problems. 

 



DNA Models 

 

This week in Mrs. Heaney’s science classes, students were making models of DNA 

using candy.  Students had to replicate the DNA strand accurately so no mutations 

were formed.  Students could then twist the strand of DNA to show how it contracts 

to fit inside all our cells.   

 

    
 

Mix It Up at Lunch Day – February 10, 2017 

  

6th grade students at Branchburg Central Middle School joined more than one million 

other students across the country on February 10th to help break down social and 

racial barriers by participating in the 15th annual Mix It Up at Lunch Day and No One 

Sits Alone Day. 

  

The event, launched by the Southern Poverty Law Center’s Teaching Tolerance 

project in 2002, encourages students to sit with someone new in the cafeteria for just 

one day. Many schools plan similar barrier-busting activities throughout the day. 

 

In our surveys, students have identified the cafeteria as the place where divisions are 

most clearly drawn. On February 10th, during the 6th grade lunch, we asked students 

to move out of their comfort zones and connect with someone new over lunch. It’s a 

simple act with profound implications. Studies have shown that interactions across 

group lines can help reduce prejudice. When students interact with those who are 

different from them, biases and misperceptions can fall away. 6th grade students at 

BCMS sat at tables by their birth month.  Students then discussed the topics in each 

box on a bingo board to compare similar answers. 

 

“Mix It Up is a positive step that schools can take to help create learning 

environments where students see each other as individuals and not just as members 

of a separate group,” said Teaching Tolerance Director Maureen Costello. “When 

people step out of their cliques and get to know someone, they realize just how much 

they have in common.” 

 

Donna Cardamone – 6th grade Social Worker Counselor 


